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ABSTRACT

The world is discovering new ideas, inventions ambvations each second. The technologies have gpne
the level of space and deep water travelling toddhe end of remote sensing and what not? But @eadhtrary, it has at
least one billion people without enough to eat eda. These contradictions would not come as akstmthe greatest of
humanity, including Aristotle and the Buddha. Makdife must be harnessed to meet these humanspeadst
importantly to promote the end of suffering, sogigtice, and attainment of happiness. The cha#eisgeal for all the

part of the world.

The socioeconomic inequalities have widened coraditie the trust of government and society has cdmen.
The relatives of poverty, anxiety, environmentajrddation and unhappiness in the midst of greahfyieshould not be
regarded as mere curiosities. The objective of plaiger is to manifest the inter-relationship betw#ige World Happiness
Index and Farmer suicides. The secondary data tmen collected from journals, magazines and thermet. Indian
farmers challenged by the serious issues like hgrky, drought and other farming works and familglgems etc. This
paper has made an attempt to examine the non-liredation between India’s ranks on the World Hamgsis Index with

Farmers’ suicide.
KEYWORDS:Farmer's Suicide, World Happiness Index, Non LinRatation
INTRODUCTION

“People tend to spend the majority of their livesrking, so it is important to understand the rdhatt
employment and unemployment play in shaping hapgifiesaid Professor Jan- Emmanueal De Neve of thieetsity
Oxford. His research reveals that happiness differsiderably across employment status, job tygkimaustry sectors.
The World Happiness Report 2017 looks at trendbéndata recording how highly people evaluate tlva#s on 0 to 10.
The ranking survey took place between 155 countfibe survey was conducted by American researcachesmpany
Gallup. The variables taken for the survey were GigPcapita, healthy life expectancy, social supdogzedom to make
life choices, perceptions of corruption, and gesityo According to the world happiness report 204@rway was ranked
as first place and Denmark, Iceland, Switzerlandl Binland were respectively ranked next placesalindis ranked on the
122" position and nations like China (79), Pakistan) (8&pal (99), Bangladesh (110) fared better tmaiel on ranking.
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In fact, the report also highlighted that, among wrealthier countries the differences in happimessls had a lot
to do with “differences in mental health, physibaklth and personal relationships: the biggestiesisgurce of misery is
mental illness. India ranked four notches belovpievious rank, it shows that overall mental illne$ the Indians coming
down. One of the main reasons of farmer’s suicddmeéntal stress. According to Indian National CriRexords Bureau

Ministry of Home Affairs 2015 report the total nuertof farmer’s suicides in India since 1995 cros3et9,665.

70 percent of the people’s economic status of deigictims belongs to less than 1 lakh income. éstpe Indian
Economic Survey 58 percent of the people belonggticultural sector and their share in GDP wadg pércent in 2015-
2016. It indicates that farmer’s livelihood is uahiby and our society marked irrational pictureeTarmer’s low income
due to crop failure, loss, indebtedness leads teenp and finally suicide attempted by mental stredenceforth, the
researcherfinds the gap and to examine the noarliredation between the Indian farmer’s suicide Wtld Happiness

Index rank of India.
OBJECTIVES

* To examine the non linear relation between farmsuisides and World Happiness Index of India.
METHODOLOGY

* The present study undertaken by the researched lmaséhe secondary data. Data and resources gdth®m
journals, text books, official reports and web shafinternet). The limitations of the study werstrieted to

secondary data.
INDIA AND FARMER’S SUICIDES

Economist K. Nagaraj, author of the biggest studyiralian farm suicides, says, “That these numbergiaing
even as the farmer population shrinks, confirmsagearian crisis is still burning.” The farmer'si@des rate has been
increased than the agricultural labourers from dZent to 32 percent.More than 3,00,000 Indian éasnhave committed
suicide since 1995. As per NCRB report of 2016fthewing table 1 represent the picture of Indiannier’s suicides in

percentage in different states.

Table 1: Percentage of Farmer’s Suicide in Top fiv&tates

Year 2013 | 2014 | 2015
Maharashtra 12.3| 124 | 12.7
Tamil Nadu 12.3| 12.2| 11.8
Andhra Pradesh 10.8 10/9 109
West Bengal 9.7 8.3 8.1
Karnataka 8.4 7.3 7.7
SourceNCRB ADSI ANNUAL REPORT

The table 1 represents the NCRB statistics dattopffive states in India. Maharashtra reported Highest
number of suicidal deaths in all the three conseeutears, followed by Tamil Nadu, Andhra PradeBhe West Bengal
and Karnataka has shown the decline in 2014 anid #&dgas risen due to changes in the criteriaathdAmong the Union
territories Delhi has reported the highest numbet fallowed by Puducherry. A total of 19,665 suasdwvere reported in
the 53 mega cities of the country during 2015.
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REASONS FOR CAUSES OF FARMERS SUICIDE

Table 2: Percentage of Reasons for Suicide of Farmse

Reasons for Suicide Percentage
Poverty 2.6
Property Dispute 0.9
Marriage related issues 2.1
Non-settlement of marriage 0.4
Dowry issues 0.7
Extra marital affairs 0.1
Divorce 0.1
Family problems 20.7
Farming issues 17.2
Failure of crops (Total) 16.8
Due to natural calamities 8.7
Due to other reasons 8.2
Inability to sell 0.3
lliness (Total) 13.2
Bankruptcy or indebtedness (Total) 20.6
Due to crop loan 17.1
Due to farm equipment loan 0.4
Due to non-agricultural loan 3.1
Causes not known 4.1
Other causes 14.7
Total 100.0

Source:Ncrb Adsi Annual Report

The table 2 depicts that reasons for suicide aohéas in rural area. The majority of two fifth reasdaken over
by family problems and bankruptcy and other mapasons were farming, crop loan, failure of croplsese reasons
primarily affect the self-esteem and respect iretgavhich leads them to mental stress and worfliég kind of mind set

creates a heavy mental burden and they themselobalgy blame and commit suicides.
Literature Review

Macharia (2015) investigated that majority of sneafid marginal peasants depend on non-institutioredit
facilities (i.e. moneylenders, micro financers dratlers). He also reported that farmer’s suicidé® tplace among the
scheduled castes and tribe families who cultivat@roercial crops. Low yields, extremely reduced iggaind mounting

debts make their agricultural life extremely ditfic

Chikkara and Kodan (2014) opined that the informakchanism of credit delivery played an importarné rfor
marginal and small farmers in meeting their creditjuirements in the State of Haryana. In additiorgximum
indebtedness was found to be on the 615-775 MP&4#s ¢arm households in the State and Scheduleé @adtBackward

Class farm households.

Kanthi (2014) in his study on economics of agrigrét and farmers’ suicides in Warangal District indira
Pradesh reported that the contributory factorsfdomers suicides in Andhra Pradesh as farmers tadabss, crop loss
and failure and risk factor, input (seed, fertiligepesticides, irrigation, credit) related probdenmadequate institutional
finance, failure of agricultural extension systeanl of storage and marketing facilities, lack ahumerative prices and

absence of agricultural insurance.
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Mohanty (2014) in a study conducted in Amravati afavatmal district argued that crop loss and egofattors
led to suicidal tendency among small farmers. Gndbntrary, the suicides of large and medium fasmto belong to
higher castes were attributed mainly to the andices generated by failure in business, tradepaitics. The socio-
cultural factors such as old age, illness, farmelysion, etc, further added their urge to take thwin lives. They concluded

that the suicides of farmers are neither propettynaic nor egoistic rather they are ego- anomicature.

Kumar et al., (2010) examined the performance oicajural credit flow and has identified the deténants of
increased use of institutional credit at the faroudehold level in India. The result indicated thia@ quantum of
institutional credit availed by the farming houslkelsois affected by a number of socio-demographitofs which include

education, farm size, family size, caste, gendsrypation of household, etc.
ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

Agriculture is like nerve system of the countryitlfs collapsed, then the whole system will betutised, which
was happening in India. 58 percent of Indians vesrgaged in agricultural sector and when they ategatting enough
basic amenities that too meal per each day lead tbemental stress. World Happiness Index has téken 2012 and the
first report was published since 2013. It defitteshappiness level of the country on the basigiti€al indicators that is
well-being and happiness are of nation’s economi social development. “The report gives evidentdow to achieve
societal well-being. It's not only by money alotheit also by fairness, honesty, trust, and goocte@hese evidence will
be useful to all the countries as they pursue tw Bustainable development goals. The WHI also wages the
government around the world to set the polices fhat well being first. According to United Natior&ustainable

Development Solutions Network, the happiest peopthe world apparently reside in Northern Europe.

As India is a developing country with second highgspulation in world residing with economic andcisd
crisis. Day-by-day it faces more socio economic palitical problems with corruptions and not evédiowaing the human

to feel happy. The following table 3 index theifioa of India.

Table 3: India’s Rank on World Happiness Index

Year | WHI Rank of India
2013 111
2014 117
2015 118
2016 122

Source: Whi Annual Report

It has started his backward direction of the joyrfrem the 111th position in 2013 to 1¥2osition in 2016.
India did not make any improvement in its happingsstient, ranking 12 out of 156 courtiers and coming behind
China, Pakistan and Bangladesh. Among the Indiaeziém to make life choices (well-being) and sosigdport were not
given by neither by the society nor by the goveminmequalities have increased significantly wieemparing to other

nations. The following table 4 depicts the nondineelation between farmer’s suicide and WHI ofiénd
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Table 4: Non Linear Relation between Farmer’s Suiale and WHI of India

Year | WHI Rank of India | No. of Farmers Suicide
2013 111 11,772
2014 117 12,360
2015 118 12,602
2016 122 11,458*

Source:Ncrb Adsi Annual Report

The table 4 manifest the non linear relation armivshdue to farmer’s suicide world happiness pasitibindia is
taking backward movement. The major reason wasatle being and social freedom and political pressnot letting
themto go ahead.The above figures were convertedpoercentage and represented as graph. Thdiriesindicates the

farmer’s suicidal numbers and second line repraesiet WHI of India.

FARMER'S SUICIDES AND WHI RANK OF INDIA
(IN PERCENTAGE)

1145-08%_‘—_‘_1'0'5
5.258—1080.331693
71.61250323 3A483870% 8-12903228— 7870967742
2013 2014 2015 2016
Figure 1

FINDINGS

e According to NCRB statistics data , Maharashtreorega the highest number of suicidal deaths irtredl three
consecutive years, followed by Tamil Nadu, Andhrad@sh.

* The major reasons for suicide of farmers in rurakawere family problems and bankruptcy and otkasons

were farming, crop loan, failure of crops.

«  WHI report says that 11" position in 2013 to 129 position in 2016 which highlights the India moves

backward position.
e Anon linear relation seen between farmer’s suicidé world happiness position of India.
SUGGESTIONS
e The farmers can be given orientation and awareiwesgercoming their stress.

e The government can reduce the cost of cultivatimtgss and it may also can purchase the agricufiumducts
in high price.

* The new technological tools may be imported togubthe perishable products as well as it can bsepved for

the future.
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The government should take in charge of joiningtladl rivers of India together to protect the ndtetanatic

conditions forever.

As India is agrarian country with large populatitine sever environment protection laws to be imgletad by

the government.

CONCLUSIONS

Our nation is in extremely hesitant place than ottwuntries. National Human Rights Commission (NHRC

suggested our government and the policy makemmpéeiment the laws and policies for the farming @edtailure of crop

not only affects the farmers financially, but ajsats them under tremendous stress and mental agbeygovernment

should frame the policies according to the advic@/éll report as well-being as its first goal to thational citizens. We

hope our country should reach at least two stepeaial-facing in future annual years.
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